
 

E N G L I S H     C O R N E R   M E N U  
Learning English Through Discussion 

Perseverance and Courage 
Perseverance: noun: when you persevere.  To study 

English you have to have a lot of perseverance. 

Persevere: Verb: to continue to try to do something 

even though it is difficult. Courage: not afraid of doing 

dangerous or difficult things. 

 

A few days ago, 16-year-old Jessica Watson sailed back into 

Australian waters after her Around the World sailing 

adventure.  She will soon become the world’s youngest 

person to sail solo around the world. She still has the most 

difficult part of her journey to go – the wild waters of 

Southern Australia. 

 

1. What fears has Jessica overcome so far to do this 

amazing trip? For example: Fear of wild storms, Fear of 

pirates…. 

2. Coming to Australia, you had to overcome some fears. 

What were your fears? For example: Fear of not 

finding accommodation, fear of not being able to 

speak or understand English…   

3. Ask and answer the following questions. 

 

a. On a piece of paper, draw a graph of your life in 

Australia. On the x-axis record your 

feelings/motivation and on the y-axis the length of 

time living in Australia - in weeks or months. Discuss 

your graph with a partner. 

b. It is very normal to sometimes feel down about your 

life in Australia. When you first arrived, everything 

was new and exciting.  You couldn’t wait to begin 

your new adventure.  After 2-3 months, Australia is 

no longer exciting.  Life becomes routine.  You can 

lose your motivation to study English and to meet new 

people.  Some of you may be feeling: low or 

frustrated or depressed about your life in Australia.  

What advice would you give to a friend when they 

lose their motivation to study?  Give some 

suggestions: You could…Why don’t you…Have you 

tried…. 

c. Difficult times can help grow us as people.  Some 

great words of encouragement can be found in the 

Bible.(Romans 5:3-5) 

 

“We know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope 

does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his 

love into our hearts. 
1.  Name some different ways people can suffer. 

2.  How does suffering produce perseverance? 

3.  How are you developing perseverance and courage in 

Australia? 

Vocabulary 

Suffering: noun: when someone experiences pain or 

unpleasant emotions. 

Character: noun. Strength of personality 

Hope: noun. A positive feeling about the future. 

Disappoint: noun. To make someone feel unhappy 

because someone or something was not as good as they 

had expected. 
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