E N G L I S H     C O R N E R   M E N U


Learning English Through Discussion

The many stages of Community
Community: (noun). People who live in the same area. I live in a small rural community.

Community: A group of people with the same interests, nationality, job etc, the business/Chinese community

Community: a group of individuals who have learned how to communicate honestly with one another, whose relationships are deep and accepting of others. 

Hot Topics
1. Where do you live in Australia?  What kind of accommodation do you live in - share house, home stay, alone etc.  How do you organize:

· Food?

· Cooking?

· Cleaning?

· Meal times – do you eat together?

Are you happy with your accommodation?  Do you feel ‘at home’ where you are living?  What could make it better?

2.  Many students, who come to Australia, have never lived with other people apart from their family.  What things have you learnt about yourself or other people since living with other people?

3. When people work or live together in a group, the relationships may go through four stages.

1. Forming –  this is when you first move in or join a new group.  It is the ‘honeymoon stage’.  Everyone is nice to each other and excited about the new share house/class etc.

2. Storming – ‘the honeymoon’ period is over and people begin to notice annoying habits or personality differences.

3. Norming – if people have not left during the storming period, they can choose to ‘put up’ with the other person/people, but don’t get too close or ignore them.
4. Performing – if people learn to accept each other’s differences and actually appreciate the other person then the group or share mates become very close and life long friendships are formed.
4. 
Which group are you involved in at the moment?  A share house, home stay, workplace, class… What stage is your group in?  Is it possible to move to the performing stage?  How?
A thought on community

Community is a place of belonging, a place where we learn to accept other people’s differences and stop trying to change them.  We learn to forgive again and again.  We learn to love ourselves and love others – even from different cultures!

Jesus says: “But I say to you that hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you…If you love those who love you, what good is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them (Luke: 6:27-9; 32). (CEV) 
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