E N G L I S H     C O R N E R   M E N U


Learning English Through Discussion

The Olympic Dream or Nightmare…Fluctuating Feelings
The Olympics have begun and already we have seen feelings of great joy and great disappointment – fluctuating feelings.   
Hot Topics
1. Park Tae Hwan, the famous Korean swimmer was disqualified after winning his heat race. The same thing happened to him 4 years ago in the Beijing Olympics.  Just before the finals, he was told he could swim. He came second and received a silver medal.  Describe the fluctuating feelings of Park Tae Hwan and his supporters before, during and after the 400 m freestyle final race on Saturday.

Vocabulary

1. 2004 Olympics 

2. Pinned their hopes

3. Optimistic

4. Let down 

5. Jaws dropped (shocked)

6. Despondent

7. Angry

8. Overjoyed

Fluctuating feelings

 (a) Listen to the teacher when he/she explains his/her feelings when he/she lived in another culture. What words did the teacher use to describe his/her fluctuations?

(b) Match the following verbs to these five headings: 
Increase (1) Decrease (2), Level (3), Turning point (4) and Mixed (5). 

Verbs


rose (1)
  dipped (2)
      peaked (4)
fell


fluctuated     dropped off (2)   evened out (3)   nose dived

jumped         up and down      increased          hit rock bottom

decreased    plateaud out
      steadied            remained stable

improved      started off          skyrocketed       started to get better

(c) Complete these sentences.

1. My feelings rose sharply because … 

2. My feelings dived dramatically when …

3. Then my feelings slowly got better because …

(d) Add these adverbs to some of your sentences.  

1. Gradually

2. Suddenly

3. Slightly

4. Steadily

(e) Draw a line chart and share your feelings for one of the following situations.

          + ( 
1. Living in another culture. 
         


2. Learning another language.




3. Being in a relationship.            - (




   Time


Fluctuating Feelings in History – Resurrected Hope
In the papers, one headline read: “Park Tae-Hwan’s hopes of defending his Olympic men’s 400m freestyle title were resurrected Saturday as he was reinstated in the wake of his sensational false start disqualification in the heats.

(f) Many famous people have experienced highs and lows in their life time. One famous person was Jesus Christ.  At the beginning of his ministry, the crowds loved him because of the many miracles, wonders and things he said. But the religious leaders became jealous and planned to kill him by nailing him on a cross. But 3 days later Jesus was resurrected from the dead (came alive again) and appeared to many of his followers. This roller coaster of emotions is remembered every Easter festival around the world.
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